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Why are school buses
painted yellow?

In 1939, delegates to the first
National Minimum Standards
Conference wanted a uniform
color so school buses would
be recognized by the same
color nationwide. A second
consideration was cost since
manufacturers charged addi-
tional for special colors. Plus,
delegates concluded that for
safety sake, yellow was easier
to see in fog, rain, and other
bad weather conditions.

Safety News

National School Bus Chrome
Yellow was first adopted at that
conference. By the way, the con-
ference was held at Teachers
College, Columbia University,
April 10-16, 1939. All 48 states
were represented, usually by
someone from the state depart-
ment of education. The group
called itself the "National Council
of Chief State School Officers,"
and H.E. Hendrix, State Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction of
Arizona, was the first president.

Local News

/,; e There are other un-
s “i—a; sung heroes in our
community, similar to

1 a school bus driver,

% who go out of their
way to be a good citizen and pro-
vide great service.

If you get the opportunity, make
sure you take the time to thank
Dan, Doug, and James at the
local Deming post office for their
help and support of our school
district.
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This month Gary and
Alex talk about tires and rims.

Since the start of the school year
we have paid a tire vendor
$4,292.02 for tire and rim services.

New first round tires for our buses
cost about $265.00 each.

As you can see the expense can be
significant.

But for your and your passengers’
safety, we need reliable tires.

“They always look for the cheapest
way to send our mail out”,

“When our postage meter broke
down, they told us to bring our
letters down to them and run them
through their meter, so that report
cards could get out on time”,

“They are always helpful and
friendly.”

So what can you do?

e Bump your tires daily, listening
for the change in tones.

e Check your sidewalls for cuts
and exposed chords.

e Trynot to curb your tires.

e  Look for rust trails around your
lug nuts.

e Check for leaking oil around
the hubs.

Daily Dispatch

In 1974 the federal government
approved Standard 17. In this
standard, which has since been
revised and is now a highway
safety guideline, the federal
government suggested that
school buses should be painted
National School Bus Chrome
Yellow. That's when the states
started to use yellow on all new
buses. At present there is no
federal law that requires school
buses to be painted yellow. It is
up to each state to do so. Some
states, South Carolina for ex-
ample, paint some of their
school buses, in this case activ-
ity buses, white though the bulk
of the state's fleet is painted
school bus yellow.

These are some of the comments
| heard when | asked some of the
transportation staff to tell me why
they feel so positive about our
local post office.

% Shop Talk: where the rubber meets the road

e  Make sure nothing is lodged
between your dual tires.

e Look for nails or anything that
might be embedded in the tire.

Remember, if you have a flat tire
the bus is out of service until it is
repaired.
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Industry News
How are school buses manufactured to stringent
Reg ulated? safety standards. But federal
jurisdiction only prevails until
the vehicle hits the road.

School buses are probably the Then it becomes a state re-

transportatlon mdustry Thats States nationwide have ex-

probably due to the fact that tenswe school bus regula-
care about thelr chlldren vehlcle Iaws and also educa-
tion laws.

In addition, school districts, as

Again, no one knows for cer-— pupblic entities, typically have
tain, but research by School i ici i

manufacturing level. Through  1ransportation News has un-  their school bus operations.
a series of federal motor vehicle These policies reflect both fed-

‘ Jards. UncleS laws governing school Land |

requires all school buses to be transportation.

The federal government only

Humor:  Be Careful of What You Wish F

A couple had been married for 40 years Next it was the husband's

him he could have any

- fon; . wish he wanted, all he e falry picked up her wan

and said that because they had been such 44 0 do was ask for |
~ | aloving couple all these years, she wou : ' :

give them one wish each. his hearts desire. turned 90!

Being the faithful, loving spouse for all He paused for a moment,

- and then said, “Welt, hon-
these years, naturally the wife wanted for estlv. I'd like to have a
hercalfand her huchand-to-have a roma Y, The most wasted day of all

ncrasciranug 1ict IIUDUGIIU wiiavoc oa IUIIIQII Woman 30 ears Oun er
tic vacation together, so she wished for than me." y young /s one in which we have not

them to travel around the world. laughed.

The fairy waved her wand and boom! ...
The wife had the tickets in her hand unknown

Happy Birthday Wishes To: Job Anniversary Dates:
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SCHOOL DISTRICT

Transportation
Department

4956 Deming Road

PO Box 95
~O-bOXJo

Deming, Washington 98244

Phone:360-383-2060

260-R22_20A4

A Typical Day
By George F. Horne

May 30, 1991

"Some jobs can't be measured by the
money | make...

Compensation is not always green."
If you've ever carried a bus load of kids,

Fax:-360-383-2064

E-mail:

You'll surely know just what | mean.

jpbanach@mtbaker.wednet.e
du

Every Student is a

"Guest of Honor"

A

Employee Profile

Alexandr Tikhonov

time to show me a special tool

hile interview | , . | that |

was always working on one of his

queI “ ~ ;35'7

VA

that he had fabricated out of steel

missions out of buses. He proudly
e smile
that, “ | saved the district $250.00

says wi at irrepressi

children’s cars.

and listen to music.

Alex was born and raised in Rus-

by making this tool”. Head me-

Alex and his family love music; he

sia; he and his famlly moved to

Luyda have been marned for 25

cnanlc Gary Varang agrees and

amazmg all | have to do is tell

and his famlly often sing at

daughter can really carry a note

years, and have 6 wonderful chil-

Alex has many talents. He was a

him what I need and he goes into
S i his little rag-tag machine sho ical i

and turns it out; he is a great as-

and has a great voice. Alex also

including the piano, accordion,

machinist / tool and die maker in

set’.

Russm When he joined the Rus-

talents and placed him in the mo-

Al yil
RAICTA S
other love
iS music.

tOI‘ pool to work on vehicles. He

thlng that |nvolved machinery fas-

When-
asked him
what he did

cinated me”.

when-he
wHcrne

Alexandr the Great

guitar, mandolin, and drums.

When | asked Alex his favorite
American food, like any good

42| American he responded “pizzz

with white sauce.”

Nice job!
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